
LEGISLATIVE BILL A22

Approved by the Governor ApriI 3, 1984

Introduced by weseIY, 26

AN ACT relating to modular housing unlts, to amend sections
71-1555 to 71-1558 and 71-1560 to 71-1568,
Reissue Revised Statutes of Nebraska, l-943, and
section 71-1559, Revised Statutes Supplement,
1983; to rename an acti to define a termi to
rename a termi to chanqe provisions reLating to
standards adopted by the DePartment of Health,
to provide for fees for the review of certaj'n
plans and specifications; to trarmonize
provi-sions; and to repeal the original sectj'ons'

Be it enac{ed by the people of the State of Nebraska,

Section 1' That section 71-L555, Reissue Revi'sed
Statutes of Nebraska, 1943, be amended to read as follows:

71-1555. Sections 71-1555 to 71-+557 71-1568
shall be knovrn and may be cited as the Nebraska Uniform
Stand.ards for t{anufaetured Modular Housing Units Act'

Sec. 2. That section 71-t556, Reissue Revised
Statutes of Nebraska, 1943, be amended to read as follows:

71-1556. The Legislature flnds and declares
that uniformity in the manner of constructj-on, assembly,
and use of nanufaetured modular housing units and that of
their systems, components, and appliances, includi"ng their
plumbini, heating, and electrlcal systems, is -extremely'desirable in order ttrat owners may not be burdened with
differing requirementsz and in order to Promote
construciion wfii"h witl foster the health and safety of the
numerous persons living in rnanufaetureC modular housing
units.

Sec. 3. That section 7l-L55'1, Reissue Revised
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Statutes of Nebraska, 1943, be amended to read as follows
?1-1557" As used in seeticRG 7+- +555 €o 71-1s67

Uni for Units
unless SC

(1) HaaufaeturcC U9$4eI housing
dwelllng whose construction consists

not include a mobile home;
(2) it shaII

modular hou

unit shaII mean
entirely of7 orany

the major porti ons of its construction cons ist of7 a unit
or units not fab ri,cated on the final site for the dwelling
uni-t, which units are movable or portable until placed on a
permanent foundation and connected to utilities '
i.{aaufaetnred. Modu}ar housing units shall be taxed as real
estate. The t-erm nrmufaeturec modular housing unit shall
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for and
(3) mean a ce or i"nsignia issuedby the Department of Health to be dj" splayed on the exteriorof the ntanufaetnred modular housing unit to evidencecompliance wlth departmental standards ;

t

- (4\ (3.) Dealer shall mean any person other than amanufacturer who sells, offers to sefi, distributes, orIeases nanufaetured mgdular housing units primarily topersons hrho in good fa-EE-][rchase oi lease a tiatru{.acturcdmodular housing unit for purposes other than resale;
- (5) (4, Manufacturer shall mean any person ,wtromanufactures or produces nanlrfaetu"ed moautjr housinguni ts;

- . (6) (5) person shall mean any indivldual,partnership, company, corporation, or assoc-iatior, 
"ng"g"dj.n manufacturi.ng, selling, offering to sell, or feisingnantrfacturcd modular housinq units, and

1:1-l61-SEpartment shalI mean the Department ofHealth.
Sec, 4. That section 71-1559, Reissue RevisedStatutes of Nebraska, 1943, be amended to read as foll.ows:71-1558. ( 1 ) AII construction of and aI]plumbing heating, and electrical systems installed innanufaetureC modular

ter July
housing units m anufactured more tfransix months af fO, 1976, and soId, offered for saleor leased 1n this state shall be at Ieast equal to thestandards adopted and approved by the department by

adopted by theregulation of the department. The standardsdepartment shaII the
rec

rec uni f
saf

cns inp6 renent6 reaa eonaistentHith ieeoghiEed atrd aeeepteC standarda sheC by theBu+ldinE effieiai}6 gcnfe"enee cf AnerieaT thcIateraatienal e6nferenee 6f Bu++d iaE effieialsT the+ate"nat{€na} AB66e+a€+on sf Plunbiag atrC !{eehar*ea+€ffieialeT the Natiena* Bureau ef StanCard6T the Utr+ted6tateB Eepartneat ef I{6us+ aE aad Urbatr EevclapnentT cr aeonb+Ratieh thereefT
ua*te- The department

iranuf aetureC modular houslng uni-ts

applyinE tc nattnfaetu"ed heusinEshall adopt as standards relating toelectrical systems in
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those applicable standards adopted and amended by the
State Electrical Board under section 81-5?5 81-2104.

(2) Whenever practical, the standards shall be
stated in terms of required ]eveIs of performanceT so as to
facilltate the promPt accePtance of new buildj"nq materials
and methods. If generally recognized standards of
performance are not available, the standards of the-department shalI provide for acceptance of materials and
m"thods whose performance has been found by the
departmentT on the basis of reliable test and evaluation
data presented by the proPonentT to be substantially egual
to those specified.

Sec. 5. That section 71-1559, Revised Statutes
Supplement, 1983, be amended to read as follows:

71-1559. Every nanufaetnred modular housinq
unit, except those constructed or manufactured by any
school district or technicaL conmunity college area as a
part of a buildings trade or other instructional program
tffered by such district or area, manufactured more than
six monthi after JuIy lO, 1976, whj-ch is sold, offered for
sale, or leased in this state shall bear a seal issued by
the department certlfying that the construction and the
structrjral, plumbing, heating, and electrical systems of
such naaufaetured modular housing uni't have been installed
j.n compliance wfEh the standards adopted by thg
departmentT applicable at the tlme of manufacture' Each
ma-nufacturer oi such nanufaeturcd modular housing units,
except those constructed or manufactured by such sctlool
dist;ict or technlcal community college area, shaII submit
its plans to the department for the purposes of inspection'
The department shaII establish a compliance assurance
program consisting of an application form and a compliance-".rr".rr." manual. Such manual shalI identify and Iist al1
those procedures which the manufacturer and the inspection
"g"t.y propose to implement to assure that the finished
.ir:ufi"€uria modular housing unit conforms to the approved
building sysiEn-;;a the applicable codes adopted by the
departmint. The compliance assurance program requirements
shiII apply to aII inspection agenciesT whether department
or indepLnaent thlrd partyT and shall define their duties
and responsi.bilitles in the process of inspecting,
monitori-ng, and issuing seals for nannfactnreC modul4r
housing units. The departnent shall j-ssue the seal only
after ascertaining that the manufacturer is in full
compliance with the compliance assurance progran through
inspections at the plant by the departmentT or authorized
thiid-party _Iispeatlon agency. 7 at thc plaat: Such
inspectioni shall be of an unannounced freguency such that
the required leveI of code compliance performance is
implemeited and maintained throughout aII areas of plant
ani site operations that affect regulatory aspects of tt-t-e
constructi.tn. Each seal issued by the dePartment shall
remain the Property of the department and may be revoked by
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Housj.ng Units Act,
such standards are

LB 822

the department in the event of violation of the condltionsof issuance. A fee of not less than forty nor more thaneighty dollars per Iiving unitT as determined bydepartmental regulationT shall be charged for each seaiissued by the department. Inspection fees shalI be paidfor aIl departmental i-nspections of manufacturing pllntslocated outsi.de of the State of Nebraska. Such feLJ shalIconsist of a reimbursement by the manufacturer of actualdepartmental travel and inspection expenses only and shallbe paid prior to any issuance of seals. AII feei collectedunder seetiene 71-1555 te 71-15Gi the Nebraska UniformStandards for fqoautar llousinq Units A=E I]
State Treasurer tothe l{anufaetured Modular Housing Cash EundT which fund ishereby created. Sr,rcfi fnnO shall be used by the departmentfor the purpose of administering the provislons ofaeet+otrB 71-1555 te 71-1557 such act.Sec. 6. That secTl6il-n 71-1560, Reissue Revised,Statutes of Nebraska, 1943, be amended to read as follows:71-1560. Except as provided in section .t),-L561,

no dealer shalL seII, offer for sale, or lease j.n thisstate any new nannfaetureC modular housj.ng unj.tmanufactured more than six months--aEEer JuIy 10, 1976,unless such naaufaetu"eC modular housi.ng unit meets orexceeds the standards established by the department hrj.threspect to construction thereof and the installation ofplumbj.ng, heating, and electrical systems.Sec. 7. That secti.on 71-1561, Reissue RevisedStatutes of Nebraska, 1943, be amended to read as follovrs:71-1561. If any other state ha6 plunbing,heatj.ng, electrical, or construction codes forrtanufaetEred modular housing units at ]east equal to thoseestabli- shed department pursuant to 6eetiat16 7l-+555te 71-1557 Standards
the , upon ng
being enforced by such other state,shall place such other s tate on a reciprocity IistT whichIist shaII be avaiLable to any interested person. Anyrannfaeturcd modular

any state whj,ch has
hou si.ng unit which bears the seal of
been placed on the recj.procity Iistshall not be required to bear the seal is sued by thisstate. A natrufaetured modular housing unit manufacturedmore than six months after JuIy lO, f976, lrhich does notbear the seal issued by the department or-by a state whichhas been placed on the reciprocity list shall not bemanufactured. offered for saIe, soId, or leased by amanufacturer, dealer, or any other person anlMhere withinthis stateT nor transported or delivered into any otherstate or jurj.sdiction.

Sec. 8. That section 7L-1562, Reissue RevisedStatutes of Nebraska, 1943, be amended to read as follows:7l-1562. No agency or political subdivision ofthe state or a municipality sha11 require compliance with
-4- 7t7
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IocaI codes or standards for the constructi.on of or the
installation of structural, Plumbing, heating, or
e lectri ca I
which are
department pursuant to seetieae 71-+555 te 71-1567

Uni form Iar Housi
vl" s 10n o

systems in a nanufaetured modular housj-ng unit
different from those establlshed by the

agency or po CA S

municipality may prescribe reasonable and necessary
requirements of the sj-te development for naaufaetureC

e or a

modular housing uni
Eite development is
++-+555 €e +i-*5b+
requirements includi
nanuf
site utl Iity

aetHred
requi rement

regulations,

ts in accordance with IocaL standards
defined for the Purposes of see€iaas
such act as
ng, but not

those IocaI development
Iimited to, foundations,

s and thei r connections to the
modu I ar
mO f ire

housing units, zoning and subdivision
c

Sec. 9. Tha
ontrol provisions.
t section 71-1563, Rei,ssue Revised

Statutes of Nebraska, 1943, be amended to read as follows:
71-1563. (1) AnY Per son who sells, offers for

sale, or Ieases in this state any naHufaetured modular
six months after JulYhousing unit manufactured more than

10,7976, \rhich does not bear the seal required by the
rovi sions of Beeti6ns 71-1555 te 7*-1557 the Nebraska

rds for Units ActT shall be
gu yo a Class IV

(2) Ttre department may, in accordance with the
Iaws governing in
an acti.on in the

or repea
carrying
7+-1555,

,junctions and other processes, maintain
name of the state against any person who

seIIs, offers for sale, or Ieases in this state any
naanfaetured modular housj-ng unj-t manufactured more than
six months after Jufy LO, 1976, which does not bear the
seal required by the provisions of aee€ioBs 71-+555 to
4l-1564 such act.- ss fO. That section 7l-f564, Reissue Revised
Statutes of Nebraska, 1943, be amended to read as follows

7),-).564. The department is hereby charged wi th
the administration of the provisions of seetions 71-1555
te 71-1557 the form Modular

Units department may , amend ter,
rules and regulations of procedure for

ou t and administering the provisions of eeet+eng
t6 71-155? such act in regard to (1) the issuance

oi s""fs, (2) the submiEEf6n of plans and specifications of
rnanufaetured modular housing units, (3) the obtaj'ning of
statistical Oata respecting the manufacture and sale of
nanufaetured modular housing units. and (4) the
prescribing of means, methods, and practices to make
effective such provisions. In adopting such rules and
regulations, the department may require that plans and
sp6cifications of RannfaetnreC modular housing units
"rb*ltt"d to the department be prepared and submitted only
by a Nebraska regietered Nebraska-reglstered professional
architect or engineer'
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Sec. 12. That section 7l-1566, Reissue RevisedStatutes of Nebraska, 1943, be amended to read as folLows:71-1566. The departmentT through its authorized
_6- 7t9
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rep resentativesT may enter any P Iace or establi-shment
where lilannfae€nred modular

SaIe,
housing uni ts are manufactured,

soId, offered for or Ieased for the purpose of
inspecting such xaaufae tured modular housing units or
parts thereof in orde

a skarequirements of Beetiene .l+-+555 €e ri-t)b,
andHousi Uni

r to ascertaln whether the

es, requla standa by the
department have been complied with. If the department
appoj.nts guall f j-ed nongovermental j-nspectors or
inspection agenc ies as its authorized representatives to

inspections, the departnent shalI at allcarry out such
times exercise
agencies to in
departmental standards. No person may interfere with
obstruct, or }tj.nder an authorized representative of the
department in the Per formance of such an insPection

Sec. 13 That section 71-L567, Reissue Revised
Statutes of Nebraska, L943, be amended to read as followsr

7r-1567. (1) The dePa rtment shaII refuse to
issue a seal to a manufacturer for any ntanuf aetHreC. modular
housing unit not found to be i.n compliance with

the construction of or

supervisory control over such inspectors or
.sure effective and uniform enforcement of

departmental standards governing
thl structural, plumbing, heating,

subject to judicial review Pur(2) The issuance of

for nanufaetured modular hou
id. Except

sj.ng unitsT or for whi
or eLectrical systems

ch fees

required fees, anY such manufacturer maY request a
in case of failure to pay

hear
the
ingtrave not been Pa

before the dePartment on the issue of such refusal
Procedures for notice and opPortunj" ty for a hearing before
the department shall be Pursuant to the provisions of
Chapter A4, article 9 and continued departmental

shalI also besuspension subsequent to such a hearing
suant to such Provisions
seals may be susPended as to

any manufacturer who is convi cted of vi-olatlng sectj"on
71-15632 or as to any manufacturer who violates any other

si-on of see€+ene 71-+555 te 71-1557
for Uni or any

ru , regu tlon, or PUr Suan' reto,
suchand issuanc e of the seals shalL not be resumed until

manufacturer submits suffj.cient Proof that the conditions
which caused the violation have been remedied' Any such
manufacturer may request a hearing before the department
on the issue of such suspension. Procedures for notice and
opportunity for a hearing before the dePartment shall be
puisr"nt io ChaPter A4, artlcle 9, and continued
hepartrnental suspension subsequent to such a hearing strall
alio be subject to judicial review pursuant to such
provi sions.' Sec. 14. That section 71-1568, Reissue Revised
Statutes of Nebraska, 1943, be amended to read as follows:

71-1568. xahufaetnred ModuLar housing unitsT
constructed or manufactured by any school distri'ct or
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technical community college area as a part of a buildingstrade or other instructj.onal progr"i offered Uy su6frdistrict or area shall be i.nspectid Uy tne :.ocal insplctionauthori ty.
Sec. 15. That original sections ?1_1555 to71-1558 and 71-1560 to 71-1568-, Reissue Revised Statutesof Nebraska, 1943, and section 71-1559. Revised. StatuteBSupplement, L983, are repealed.
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